Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ
‘Worship Celebration

July 5, 2026, 10:00 a.m.

‘Welcome Everyone!

If you are visiting with us, and you are looking for a spiritual
community...

where you will be loved, accepted, supported and affirmed
regardless of your age, class, ability, race, ethnicity, gender
identification or sexual orientation...where you will be
encouraged and challenged to reflect on your beliefs,
acknowledge your doubts, ask your questions, and grow in
your faith...where God'’s desire for compassion, healing,
reconciliation, justice and joy is preached...where you are
given the opportunity to put your faith in action through
effective outreach ministries...then we hope to get to know
you as a new friend.

No matter who you are, or where you are in your life journey...
You are welcome herel

An Open and Affirming / Creation Justice Congregation of the United Church of Christ






Seeking to love all people ... growing in faith ...

working toward God'’s vision of justice, healing and joy.
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Welcome

Prelude Lead, Kindly Light Martin

Call to Worship

One: This is the day that God has blessed us with.

All: Let us offer our hearts, minds, hands and spirits to God and each
other in Worship.

Hymn Come, We That Love the Lord #67 (on p. 6)



Opening Prayer (together)

O God of sea and sky, sun and moon, wind and rain, and each of us, You have
called us into this new day. As we Worship together, open our eyes and ears to
sacred moments. Moments when You offer us comfort when we see failure.
Moments when You lift up the broken places in our lives, renewing us in Your
love. Moments when You lead us as a gentle shepherd when others would lead
us astray.

For all these moments, we give You thanks.

Amen.

Music Meditation My Refuge Giamanco

A Time of Prayer with The Lord’s Prayer
(Please use the wording most meaningful to you.)

Invitation to Offering

Offertory Hymn O God of Every Nation # 626 (on p. 7)

*Presentation of Offering and Congregational Response

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below

Praise God for all God’s love has done

Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.



*Prayer of Dedication (together)

God of all we have, do and are, You have blessed us with so much that is
good. All You ask in return is that we share — that we use Your blessings to
care for those who lack what they need. May these gifts we return to You now
with gratitude and humility be used for that purpose. And may they remind us
of Jesus’ claim that when we serve those in need we serve You.

Amen.

Ministry of the Word Isaiah 40:1-11

(New Revised Standard Version Translation)



MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she

has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight
in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass; their
constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers; the flower fades, when
the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass
withers; the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up
to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah,

“Here is your God!”

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with
him and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will
gather the lambs in his arms and carry them in his bosom and gently lead the

mother sheep.



Message What’s Left When All is Lost? Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes

Hymn This Is My Song (on p. 8 and on screens)
Blessing
Postlude Improvisation on This Is My Song

* All who wish are welcome to stand.



Come, We That Love the Lord
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JUSTICE & PEACE

626 - O God of Every Nation
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CITIZENSHIP

This Is My Song .
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Tune: FINLANDIA 1010.10.10.10,10.

Jean Sibeliug, 1899

Arr. for The Hymmal, 1933



FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

“Find comfort in God’s arms. When you are
hurting, when you feel lonely, when you feel
left out, let God hold you and reassure you of
God’s love.”

Kay Arthur, Christian book author

“Comfort draws from the deep. Brains can
argue, but it takes heart to comfort.”

Samuel Chadwick, American Methodist minister

“God does not promise to remove all our pain
and suffering, but does promise to walk
through it with us.”

Max Lucado, American minister
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To Our Guests This Morning

If you are with us today for the first, or one of the first times, please let us know.
Also, please take a moment to introduce yourself, or re-introduce yourself to each
other. Our hope is to provide you with the most graceful welcome possible.

TODAY, SUNDAY, July 5 - Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes

Today, July 5, we welcome back our good friend, Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes, who
will serve as Preacher and Worship Leader while Mark and Cindy are away on
their annual summer vacation to see family in northern New York State.

NEXT SUNDAY, July 12 — Ask the Minister Returns!

Our next Ask the Minister Sunday is right around the corner. Next Sunday,
July 12, instead of offering a Message, Mark will once again attempt to address
as many of your biblical, theological, spiritual and personal questions as time
allows.

So get those questions in ahead of time to Mark by email at mark@sanibelucc.org,
text them to 908-477-5426, or simply come ready to ask them that morning.

These bi-monthly Sundays continue to be full of insightful, thoughtful and
valuable questions.
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SPIRITUAL EXPLORATION

Our next Spiritual Exploration unit - and final one until the fall - begins in
late July.

“So What Exactly IS The Holy Spirit Anyway?!”

Tuesdays: July 21 and 28; August 4, 11 and 18
7:00-8:15 pm on ZOOM

While we commonly talk about God and Jesus, we Christians tend to spend
less time talking about what theology identifies as the “third person of the
Trinity” — the Holy Spirit.

As the Christian calendar indicates we are still in the Season of Pentecost — the
marking of the Holy Spirit being conferred on the members of the first
Christian community in Jerusalem as described in the Book of Acts — until the
start of Advent, during this five-week unit we will examine some of the ways
the Bible and Christian theology present and attempt to understand the Holy
Spirit. And as always, we will explore how participants understand and have
experienced it in their lives.
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BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study WILL NOT MEET this Thursday, July 9. It resumes next
Thursday, July 16, at 10:30 am on Zoom.

During each session, we explore the passages which will be part of that coming
Sunday’s Worship. These meetings are discussion based, with Mark guiding a
structured conversation based on participants’ questions, concerns and
considerations of the text. The passage(s) to be looked at each week, as well as
the necessary information for joining in, will be sent by email the day before.
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Assisting With Today’s Worship Celebration

Liturgist: Paul Roth
Ushers: Barry and Cheryl Tice
Ministers: All Members and Friends of SCUCC
Moderator: Frank Palaia; Vice Moderator: Norm Boyd
Parish Nurse: Linda Convertine, R.N., B.S.N.
Music Director: Mackenzie Albert
Church Administrator: Tammy Flatley
Financial Manager: Terri Czeczotka
Tech Team: Dr. Renee Rawe, Kirsten Smith, Maggie Voll
Missionaries:
Alex Maldonado-Lizardi & Xiomara Cintron-Garcia in Colombia
Senior Minister: Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea
Pastors Emeriti: Rev. Dr. Ran Niehoff and Rev. Dr. John Danner

2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, Florida 33957
Telephone: (239) 472-0497
Website: https://www.sanibelucc.org

Email: office(@sanibelucc.org

You can scan a
QR Code to
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