
*Presentation of Offerings and Congregational Response  
(Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow) 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
  Praise God all creatures here below 
  Praise God above all heavenly host 
  Praise God, the Son and Holy Ghost 
  Amen. 
                                                              
*Prayer of Dedication 
On this Annual Meeting Sunday, we thank You, Holy One, for this spiritual community. We thank 
You for the gift of its care, compassion, forgiveness and grace. We thank You for its continued 
presence in our lives, especially through these last few months. 
 
May these gifts we offer to You now be both an expression of gratitude for all that, as well as one 
of our continued commitment to serving Your purposes in whatever way You call us in the times 
ahead. 
 
Amen. 
 
Ministry of the Word                       2 Corinthians 4:1, 5-12, 16-18                                                                                                                                                                                    
Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. For 
we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 
Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;     
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not            
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ 
sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but 
life in you. 

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be 
seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.                                                          
                               
Message                                                                                                                                 Dr. Mark Boyea 
 
*Hymn                                                       In the Garden (S-14)                                                                                                                           
                                    
*Blessing                                                  
 
Postlude                                              A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                                                              

*All who are able are invited to stand 

 

Seeking to love all people … growing in faith …  
working toward God’s vision of justice, healing and joy. 

Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ 
An Open and Affirming/Creation Justice Congregation 

Worship Celebration 
Annual Meeting Sunday 

January 29, 2023 —10:00 a.m.  
 
Welcome 
 
Instrumental Introit                       For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
Call to Worship 
Leader: This is the day that God had blessed us with. 
All:         Let us open our minds, hearts and spirts to God and each other in Worship. 
                                                                                          
*Hymn                                            How Great Thou Art (S-15)                                                                                                                                                                                        
  
Opening Litany 
 
Leader: We come here this day to remember who we are, whose we are, and who we are 
              called to be. 
All:         Let us remember together. 
Leader: As companions on this journey, let us share our joys and sorrows, our comforts and 
              struggles, with our God and each other; 
All:         Knowing that together, and with God, we are wiser, stronger, and better. 
Leader: Though we may hold different beliefs and opinions at times; 
All:         We value and care for each other as daughters and sons created equally in the     
   eyes of our God. 
Leader: And together, we promise to offer each other and the world compassion,  
   forgiveness, justice, mercy, and peace; 
All:         Seeking to do our best to follow the way of our brother, teacher, and leader, Jesus. 
 
  Amen. 
  
Music Meditation                                 Blessed Assurance 
                                                       Dr. Mackenzie Albert, piano                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                 
                                
A Time of Prayer with Our Lord’s Prayer  (please use the wording closest to your heart) 
 
Invitation to Giving  

Offertory Music                   Amazing Grace #401 (congregation)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            


