
 
 
*Congregational Response to the Offering                                                                   #215, verse 2 
 
   O Jesus, source of gentleness, come now yourself our hearts possess 
            that we may give you all our days the willing tribute of our praise.          
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
Moments of Reflection and Meditation: 
     Contemplative & Intercessory Prayer  
     Our Lord’s Prayer (please use the wording closest to your heart) 
 
Ministry of the Word: 
Introduction of the Text 
Reading of Scripture:                            Luke 24: 13-35� 
Preaching:                                   Looking for the Face of Jesus���������������������������������Dr. Ran Niehoff 
 
*Hymn                                           Great Lover Calling Us to Share                                               #44� 

(Text:  Brian Wren) 
 Great Lover, calling us to share    your joy in all created things, 
                                 from atom-dance to eagles’ wings,   we come and go to praise and care. 
 
Though sure of resurrection-grace,   we ache for all earth’s troubled lands 
                                  and hold the planet in our hands,   a fragile, unprotected place. 
 
Your questing Spirit longs to gain   no simple fishing-ground for souls,  
                                 but as life’s story onward rolls,   a world more joyful and humane. 
 
Self-giving Lover, since you dare   to join us in our history, 
                                embracing all our destiny,   we come and go, with praise and care.  Amen. 
 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude                                           Toccata in F Major                                        Dietrich Buxtehude 
                                                             Norm Libby, organ 

 
*All who are able are invited to stand 

(Feel free to leave but please do so quietly so that others can enjoy the Postlude) 
 

                                                                                                                             

 

 
Seeking to love all people … growing in faith …  

working toward God’s vision of justice, healing and joy. 

Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ 
An Open and Affirming/Creation Justice Congregation 

The Order of Worship 
May 22, 2022 —10:00 a.m.  

Sixth Sunday in Easter 
Prelude                                             Prelude & Fugue in A Minor                                    J.S. Bach 
                                                            Norm Libby, organ 
Welcome and Call to Worship 
 
*Hymn                                                 The Day of Resurrection                                               #216  
 
 Moments for the Young at Heart 
 
 Moments of Confession: 
Creator God, Risen Lord, Spirit of Love… 
     forgive us for not choosing to look for You in our midst. 
   
Help us become aware of Your incarnation in our experiences: 
      spontaneous joy, sustained enthusiasm, warm compassion,  
      the glow of serenity, the vulnerability of sharing,  
      the pain admitted, the anger spoken constructively,  
      the blues expressed, courage chosen, hope exercised,  
      forgiveness asked for and forgiveness granted. 
 
 Holy Spirit of connectedness,  
      open the eyes of our hearts for better seeing, 
      train our ears for clearer hearing, 
      and strengthen our hands for warmer holding. 
   
 We pray in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus of Nazareth,  
      who taught us to find Your Kingdom in our midst, 
      and promised to be with us always.   Amen.  
 
Assurance of Forgiveness and Congregational Response                                     #215, verse 1 
                                                                                                                                  (remain seated) 
Joy dawned again on Easter Day, the sun shone out with fair array,  
           when to their longing eyes restored, the apostles saw their risen Lord.  
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory                                               Fairest Lord Jesus                                            Joyce Jones 
                                                             Norm Libby, piano 


